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Language change and dialectal variation are two fields of inquiry that have been strongly related to each other since the beginnings of linguistics as a scientific endeavor. Early efforts in historical linguistics tried to make sense of dialectal variation using different models of the diffusion of diachronic changes, such as the wave theory (Chambers & Trudgill 1980, Wolfram & Schilling-Estes 2003), or the principle of lateral areas (Bartoli 1925, Andersen 1988). Likewise, linguists soon became aware that the centuries-old coexistence of languages ​​in the same geographical space results in their sharing structural properties, making it necessary to distinguish between language similarities arising from a genetic relationship from those arising from language contact (Muysken 2008; Noonan 2010). Further developments in the study of language ​​and dialect contact and bilingualism have enriched the theoretical frameworks related to the study of linguistic changes across space (Kortmann 2003, Auer & Schmidt 2010).

Against this backdrop, the availability of new corpora and databases that allow accessing historical data of individual languages sorted by geographical origin, along with the application of technological developments, such as GIS software, are facilitating renewed historical investigations that consider the spatial factor (Alcorn, Kopaczyk, Los & Molineaux 2019).

The objective of this workshop is to explore the possibilities provided by historical corpora and analytical tools to the study of the interplay between geographical variation and language change. As such, the workshop aims to showcase new research that takes advantage of the latest technical developments and brings together the efforts of linguists working in historical linguistics, sociolinguistics, dialectology, corpus linguistics, language contact, language typology and computational linguistics.

Some suggested topics are:

· Different models of visualization of language variants on the physical space.
· Useful sources to create corpora for historical dialectology: historical documents, newspapers, toponyms, social networks.
· Corpus-based investigations that illustrate with specific case studies the diffusion of linguistic changes on the physical space.
· Methods to integrate spatial and social information onto historical corpora.
· Application of computational techniques, such as probabilistic methods, to discern dialect areas in historical data.
· Studies based on synchronic data (e.g. from online social networks) that can shed light onto historical processes.
· Investigations that examine the spatial distribution of variants to tease apart linguistic features that have spread due to language contact from those resulting from an internal development.
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